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Williams Dance Lab: Sensory Friendly Audience 
Photo by Leslie Culhane 

Williams Dance Lab: Sensory Friendly Audience  
and HBII dancers 
Photo by Leslie Culhane 
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The mission of Houston Ballet is to inspire a lasting love and appreciation for dance through 

artistic excellence, exhilarating performances, innovative choreography, and superb  

educational programs. 
 

Houston Ballet Foundation was formed in 1955 and Houston Ballet Academy, a school for 

nurturing talented dance students with dreams of professional  dancing, was established 

that same year. In 1969, the professional resident company was founded drawing upon the 

strength of the Academy.  
 

In 1976, the Houston Ballet conducted a national and international search for an Artistic  

Director. Ben Stevenson, formerly director of the National Ballet of Washington D.C.,  

Principal Dancer and Ballet Master with the London Festival Ballet, was hired and served as 

Artistic Director until 2003. Through his exceptional leadership and direction, Houston Ballet  

developed a broad repertory including both classical and contemporary works as well as 

an Academy with a first-rate professional training school.  
 

In 1987, the company moved into its new performing home, the magnificent Wortham  

Center, a facility with which few performing arts houses in the world can compare.  
 

In July 2003, the acclaimed Australian choreographer Stanton Welch assumed the  

leadership of Houston Ballet, America's fourth largest ballet company, as artistic director. 

Since his arrival, Mr. Welch has transformed Houston Ballet by  raising the level of classical 

technique, infusing the company with new energy, drive and vision; introducing works by 

distinguished choreographers to the repertoire; and attracting some of the world's best 

coaches to Houston to work with the dancers. He has created works for such prestigious  

international companies as Houston Ballet, San Francisco Ballet, American Ballet Theatre, 

The Australian Ballet, Birmingham Royal Ballet, and Royal Danish Ballet.  
 

In 2011, Houston Ballet moved into its new home, 

the largest dance center in North America,  

Houston Ballet’s Center for Dance; with over 

70,000 square feet, and a bridge connecting it to 

the Wortham Theater. 
 

Today, Houston Ballet continues to delight and  

inspire audiences through artistic excellence and 

innovative choreography. The 2019-2020 year 

marked the 50th anniversary of Houston Ballet. 

Want to Learn More? 

Scan these QR Codes! 

Houston Ballet Center for Dance Building 
Photo: Nic Lehoux 

HoustonBallet.org      Wikipedia.org 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


